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The Chair’s Cockpit

By Lee Tucker, CCA chair

The Chair’s Cockpit will return in 2009 under the
chairmanship of Ed Grove. See page 4 for this and other
changes to the CCA board.

Novice paddlers learn paddling techniques at Fletcher's Cove.
The free lessons were provided by a group of volunteer instruc-
tors for 13 weeks during the summer and each session ended
with a potluck dinner for all to share. See story on pg. 3. (Photo
by Joan Goodbody)
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Upcoming CCA Programs

By Ed Gertler, Program Chair

CCA meetings are normally held at the Clara Barton Community Center,
75th and MacArthur Blvd in Cabin John, MD, at 7:30pm.

7

Friday, December 5—Winter Party and Swap Meet
7:30 to 10:30pm

As usual, we will be combining our November and De-
cember meetings to dodge conflicts with holidays. But this
is not just any ol’ meeting --it is our annual winter party
and the return of our annual swap meet. This will be a
great opportunity for you to buy or sell used equipment
and, more importantly, to make some new friends and see
some long lost ones.

Best of all, there will be an exceptionally great pro-
gram. We always save the best for last, and this year is no
exception. We have invited back Roy Sewall, a talented
local photographer who has focused those talents on the
beauty of our local Potomac. Perhaps you have seen his
dazzling coffee table photo book Our Potomac, from
Great Falls through Washington, D.C. And now he is pub-
lishing a sequel called Great Falls and Mather Gorge.
Armed with material from these books and a flair for pub-
lic speaking, | guarantee an entertaining program. When it
comes to the ol’ Potomac, you may think you have seen it
all, but Roy will prove you wrong. Don’t miss it.

This is at the usual place, Clara Barton Community
Center, Cabin John, MD. See Website for map. Please
note: Parking in the neighborhood can be a sensitive is-
sue. We will have the lot behind the building available.
Otherwise, please consider carpooling or parking farther
away, especially if you have an identifying feature like a
boat on your car.

Call for Refreshments: It would add to the festivity of
the special December evening if those with hidden talents
for producing tasty treats would consider baking some
cookies or other goodies for the event. Even some regular
junk snacks or healthy dishes would be appreciated. Let
the program chair (Ed at 301-585-4381) know if you can
help or just surprise us. We will have a refreshments table
set up and will provide drinks and some refreshments our-
selves, so this call is purely voluntary.

Programs in 2009

While | already have a few ideas, it is always nice to
have a backlog, So this is my usual plea to you shy persons
to come share your adventures or talents and be our next
program. Just call me at 301-585-4381 or email me at
e_gertler@yahoo.com. Thanks.

CCA Board Plans for Elections and Holiday Party,
Reviews Recent Activities, Budget
By Jeff Fox, Secretary

CCA Board members met in mid-September to identify
a slate of candidates for CCA leadership positions, plans
for the December 5™ holiday party, review activities dur-
ing the peak of the 2008 paddling season, and estimate
costs for the holiday party and for upgrades of the CCA
website. Here are some highlights:

Star Mitchell agreed to chair a joint nominating-
steering committee, with her first task to recruit inter-
ested CCA members who would then choose a slate of
candidates for a December 5 election, which will coincide
with the holiday party. Positions to fill include CCA Chair,
Treasurer, and Secretary. Board members urged Mitchell
to seek a diverse mix of people for membership on this
joint committee, especially women and younger paddlers,
and they agreed to supply her with suggestions for who
might serve. The Board also recommended that nomina-
tions be named and finalized by mid-October, in time for
this issue of the CCA Cruiser (see p. 4). Club by-laws allow
for additional write-in candidates during the election.

Barbara Brown again volunteered to oversee plans for
the holiday party. As in past years, she will purchase bev-
erages and snacks for the partygoers, who are encouraged
to contribute additional appetizers and desserts to share
with others. CCA members are encouraged to attend the
party and to vote for new leaders. Susan Sherrod and
Ginny DeSeau agreed to continue serving as membership
co-chairs, and current CCA Chair Lee Tucker said that af-
ter he steps down, he would continue to assist them with
membership-related matters.

Once the new CCA chair is elected, he or she will
need to seek a new Chair for the Safety Committee to
replace Tim Brommelkamp, who has led summer whitewa-
ter safety classes for the past seven years. During those
seasons, he helped to train and certify additional safety
instructors, several of whom he now says would be fine
candidates for his soon-to-be vacant position. He plans to
continue teaching summer sessions even after he steps
down as Chair, he says.

Several Board members provided brief reviews of re-
cent CCA activities. During June through August, Mitchell,
Jim Finucane, and a few other seasoned paddlers met at
Fletcher’s Cove on Tuesday evenings to instruct interested
newcomers in basic paddling skills. Often these sessions
included picnics, and more than 20 paddlers and friends
attended the final session and picnic of the season,
Mitchell said. Despite occasional shortages of kayaks or
other equipment, the informal sessions proved fun and
attracted a lot of interest among novice paddlers.

Brommelkamp said that the three weekend whitewa-
ter safety classes held during June through August brought
in about 15 students per session and proved a great suc-
cess. During those sessions, he certified 2 new safety in-
structors and recertified another, expanding the cadre to
about 10 certified whitewater instructors in our local pad-
dling region.

Instruction Chair Bob Kimmel taught one canoe and
one kayak beginners session during the summer.

(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)
Interest in canoeing has dropped off markedly, while in-
terest in kayaking continues to grow, he said.

Brown said that CCA’s regular Wednesday evening
downriver paddling sessions were well attended, with ex-
cursions from Anglers to Lock 10 or, later during the sum-
mer, from Lock 6 to below Little Falls. Mike Baummer co-
ordinated and led most of those trips.

Secretary Jeff Fox raised the possibility of CCA finding
a swimming pool for winter rolling sessions to begin in
January 2009. Several Board members offered suggestions
of pools that might serve for this purpose.

Webmaster Susan Sherrod and Chair Lee Tucker re-
viewed the status of the CCA Website. CCA paid part of an
agreed sum to WoodStreet for the purpose of rebuilding
the Website, but more work and resources are needed to
complete the project. Meanwhile, Sherrod worked earlier
this year with an outside vendor to change the format of
the CCA message board, increasing its usefulness and im-
proving control over illegitimate uses.

The CCA general fund is down from earlier in 2008,
but the club is still “solvent,” Tucker says. The next Board
meeting is scheduled tentatively for mid November.

Paddling Trail Blazed on Maryland's Eastern
Shore

For those who love the beauty of coastal plain swamp
streams, but cannot stand the pain of battling through all
the wood, relief has come. Caroline County Recreation
and Parks has put chainsaws to the numerous snags and
deadfalls that plague the upper Choptank River, notching
a passage through each obstacle to dimensions usable for
canoes and kayaks. They have apparently done a thorough
job and, as of October, 2008, one can paddle from MD
Rte.287, near Goldsboro, to Rte. 314, Greensboro, with-
out getting out of the boat. Thanks local paddler (an
Maryland Department of Natural Resources living legend)
Nick Carter for sharing this news. Ed Gertler

CCA Conservation Grants

CCA’s conservation mission is to “promote the preser-
vation and conservation of watersheds and natural water
conditions for human-powered craft through support and
cooperation with local and natural conservation programs
and activities.” CCA has conservation grants for individu-
als and organizations who wish to receive direct funding
for river conservation projects. A copy of the grant pro-
posal is posted on the CCA Website located at
www.canoecruisers.org or send an e-mail to newslet-
ter@canoecruisers.org.
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Tuesday Nights at Fletcher’s Cove
By Joan Goodbody

Tuesday, August 26, 2008 was the last night of 13
Tuesday evenings of fun, learning, meeting new people
and sharing the love of paddling with new and novice pad-
dlers at Fletcher’s Cove. This long standing practice (over
20 years) of providing basic instruction to the public at
the Cove on a volunteer basis, had another successful
year. Over 300 people came out to learn the basics of
paddling.

The instructors included: Dave Newsom, Joan Good-
body, Jim Finucane, Kathleen Sengstock, Jan Wolf, Ed
Grove, Fred Huemmrich, Tom Dugan, Star Mitchell, Rus-
sell Lahti, George Lawrence, Paula Johnston, Barbara
Brown, Mike Martin, Kathy Smith, Dave Garrity, Lee
Tucker, Tim Tilson, and Ed Kron. (I apologize if | forgot
any names).

Some of the people who came were regulars. Some of
the comments that | heard about the sessions included:
“Why do we have to stop so soon?” or “Why do we have to
stop with the weather just getting good?” Also comments
such as “l learned so much,” “l learned something new
every time | come, it makes me much more confident to
go out other times,” and “The instructors make it so much
fun to learn.”

The instructors that | spoke to said that they are look-
ing forward to next year. Remember that new instructors
are always welcomed - it is a good way to learn as well as
to share your love of pad-
dling.

Top and bottom photos by Joan
Goodbody, center photo by Barb
Brown

Submissions to the Cruiser

Should be made via e-mail to newsletter@canoecruisers.org. No special formatting is required, but plain, block style is preferred.
Photos—are strongly encouraged and can be e-mailed. Color photos are preferred.

Advertisements

Classified Ads—The first 3 lines are free. Each additional line is 75 cents per line. Send classified ads to newsletter@canoecruisers.org.

Lost & Found—No charge. Give-Aways—No charge.

Display Ads—$5 per column inch, Quarter page $40, half page $75, full page $150, insert $300-$450. Display ads can be submitted via e-mail to chair-

man@canoecrusiers.org.
Payment—must be received prior to publication.

Mailing Address—Lee Tucker, chair, 11301 Rockville Pike, PO Box 2523, Kensington, MD 20891, chairman@canoecruisers.org
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NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICERS 2009

The CCA Nominating Committee for 2009, Star Mitchell, Chair, Barbara Brown, David Newson, Jerry Odhner, and
John Stapko are happy to present the following people who have agreed to serve as an Elected Officer, be a standing
Committee Chair or be on the Steering Committee. All Elected Officers are running unopposed, but nominations can be
made from the floor at the meeting on October 29. Voting will occur at the Winter Party/Swap Meet, Friday December
5.

Chair: Presides at CCA meetings, appoints such committees as may be required for the conduct of the club ac-
tivities, and, in general, directs the activities of the CCA.

For this position, we are proud to nominate Ed Grove. Ed Grove has been running rivers since 1977 when he and
his oldest son Greg learned how to paddle a tandem canoe thanks to excellent instruction by the NOC. Since then, Ed has
been a past Chairman of the CCA, written Classic Virginia Rivers and co-authored several Appalachian whitewater books
by Menasha Ridge Press. He also has paddled in Canada, enjoyed the classic rivers of south and central Appalachia, and
savored far western rivers (Middle Fork of the Salmon, Selway, and the Colorado River through the Grand Canyon).

Secretary: Maintains a written record of Board and membership meetings and serves as liaison for CCA corre-
spondence.

For this position we are pleased to nominate Ernie Lemmert. Ernie Lemmert started paddling open canoes during
high school, primarily on the Shenandoah and Potomac River in Harper's Ferry. After graduating college in 2003, he ob-
tained his first canoe with whitewater outfitting. For the last year, Ernie has been predominantly kayaking, but still con-
siders himself an open boater at heart.

Treasurer: Collects and disburses club funds; maintains current and projected financial reports.

We are happy that our incumbent Brinton Bohling has agreed to continue as Treasurer. Brinton has been Treas-
urer for the past five years. Brinton paddles a kayak and mostly enjoys Class IlI-IV rivers.

Membership: Maintains a membership database; contacts new members; collects membership forms and checks;
distributes club flyers to outfitters and other appropriate businesses.

Thankfully, our two incumbents Ginny DeSeau and Susan Sherrod will continue in this position. Ginny is a former
CCA Chair, an indefatigable volunteer, and an open boater. Susan is a past Membership Co-Chair, designer of our mem-
bership database, former newsletter editor, and an open boater.

The following are the non-elected volunteers who have agreed to take a position as a Chair of a Standing Com-
mittee or as a member of the Steering Committee. We are sincerely grateful to these people who have stepped up to
the plate and volunteered to help make CCA a better and more vibrant club. We are particularly happy with the many
new names on our list of volunteers. Without volunteers there would be no club!

Standing Committee Chairs Steering Committee
Advertisement: Joan Goodbody Michael Baummer
Archivist: Kay Fulcomer & Jean Goertner David Newson
CCA Downriver Race: Don Besom & Star Mitchell Bill Kirby
Conservation: Courtney Caldwell & Kay Fulcomer

. . T Jerry Odhner
Fletcher’s Instruction/Recruitment: Jim Finucane & Jan Wolf L
Miki Komlosh

Instruction: Bob Kimmel & Michael Hoon
Park Service Liaison: Barbara Brown John Stapko
Programs for Meetings: Ed Gertler

Pool Rolling: Jeff Fox

Trip Coordinator: Barbara Brown

River Safety: Ron Ray

Roster: Susan Sherrod

Social Events: Joe Hage

Newsletter Editor: Vicki Capone

Webmaster: Susan Sherrod
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/) Canoe Cruisers Association Membership Form o

<%
p .. . 1 . y
f ’g Visit our Web Site! www.canoecruisers.org : ’!

Please print legibly. (ICheck if Renewal [JCheck if New Member Note: Your age will not be printed in the roster. It is for demographic purposes only.

Name: Age: Other Adult:
Address: Work Phone:
E-Mail:
City: Children: Please sign waiver for minors who paddle with CCA.
State: Zip Code: Age:
Home Phone: Age:
Work Phone: Age:
E-Mail:

O L o o "

not only to club members, o $ O % $
1. The boats | paddle are: 3. | paddle about days per year. 6. | volunteer to help:
Please indicate priority: 1 = most often 4. 1 have been paddling for years. [ (T) Coordinate a CCA trip
1 K1  (Kayak) [J (E) Teach a CCA class
[] C1 (Decked canoe-1 person) 5.1am interested in: (check all that apply) [] (C) Conservation
[] C2  (Decked canoe-2 person) [] (C) Canoe camping/extended trips ] (S) Safety
] OC1 (Open canoe-1 person) ] W) Weekday paddling (9-5) [J (A)  Social activities
[] OC2 (Open canoe-2 person) [J (R) Racing *(See note below.) ] (P)  Publications (newsletter/roster)
[] SK (Sea kayak) [] (F)  Flatwater paddling ] (M)  Membership
] IKR  (Inflatable kayak or raft) ] (P) Poling [J (R) Racing H(See note below.)
[J (X) Cross-country skiing O Certified Instructor:
2. | preferto paddleclass - water. [ (8) Sea kayaking [[]Canoe []Kayak []Safety
Enter A, 1,2, 3,4,5 (A = easiest flatwater;, 5= [] (M) Family paddling
most difficult) [ (K) Cold-weather paddling Volunteering is a great way to make new friends!

Canoe Cruisers Association of Greater Washington, DC
Member's Release and Waiver of Liability
- assume the following risks -

/ release and waive any right to sue or claim against the Canoe Cruisers Association )
0 0* ! 2 The release
and waiver applies to any negligent act or omission and to any intentional act or omission intended to promote my safety or well-being.

1

3 lagree to be solely responsible for my own safety #
4 release and waiver
I release waivers
1 waiver

888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888  88&EELESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEES

) ( ) ) (
Parents or Guardians of Minors release and
waiver indemnify the Club,

888888888888888888688888888888888888888&888888888888888888888888888&EEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEESEE

+ . (
Make your check payable to CCA Allocation of optional contributions: Mail to: CCA Membership
CCA dues: $25 by mail, $15 via email $ Skills Instruction:  $ 11301 Rockville Pike
Optional contributions: $ Safety: . | Q— P.O. ?’OX 2523
Conservation: $_ Kensington, MD 20891

Total enclosed: s CCA General Fund: $ membership@canoecruisers.org
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Optional Family-Members Survey

If your family members paddle different kinds of boats or run different types of rivers, we’d like to know. We’ve provided these addi-
tional “paddler-profile” spaces so that families with diverse paddling interests can, if they choose, give us a better picture of themselves.
Of course, we’ll never release information about individuals to any outside parties.

Paddler’'s Name:

1. The boats | paddle are: 3.1 paddle about ___ days per year. 6. | volunteer to help:

Please indicate priority: 1 = most often [J (T) Coordinate a CCA trip

4. | have been paddling for __years.

[0 K1 (Kayak) ] (E) TeachaCCAclass
[] C1  (Decked canoe-1 person) 5.1 am interested in: (check all that apply) [] (C) Conservation
[] C2 (Decked canoe-2 person) ] (C) Canoe camping/extended trips ] (S) Safety
[] OC1 (Open canoe-1 person) ] (W) Weekday paddling (9-5) [J (A)  Social activities
[ OC2 (Open canoe-2 person) ] (R) Racing *(See note below.) ] (P)  Publications (newsletter/roster)
[ SK  (Sea kayak) ] (F)  Flatwater paddling ] (M) Membership
[] IKR  (Inflatable kayak or raft) [ (P) Poling [J (R) Racing H(See note below.)
2.1 prefer to paddle class ___ -__ water. ] (X) Cross-country skiing [0 ()  Certified Instructor:

EnterA, 1,2,3,4,5 ] (S) Seakayaking [Canoe [Kayak []Safety
(A = easiest flatwater; 5 = most difficult) ] (M)  Family paddling

|:| (K) Cold-weather paddling Volunteering is a great way to make new friends!

Paddler’'s Name:

1. The boats | paddle are: 3.1 paddle about ___ days per year. 6. | volunteer to help:

Please indicate priority: 1 = most often [J (T) Coordinate a CCA trip

4. | have been paddling for __ years.

[0 K1 (Kayak) ] (E) TeachaCCAclass
[] C1  (Decked canoe-1 person) 5.1 am interested in: (check all that apply) [] (C) Conservation
[] C2 (Decked canoe-2 person) ] (C) Canoe camping/extended trips ] (S) Safety
[] OC1 (Open canoe-1 person) ] (W) Weekday paddling (9-5) [J (A)  Social activities
[] OC2 (Open canoe-2 person) ] (R) Racing *(See note below.) ] (P)  Publications (newsletter/roster)
[ SK  (Sea kayak) ] (F)  Flatwater paddling ] (M) Membership
[] IKR  (Inflatable kayak or raft) [ (P) Poling [J (R) Racing H(See note below.)
2.1 prefer to paddle class ___ -__ water. ] (X) Cross-country skiing [0 ()  Certified Instructor:

EnterA, 1,2,3,4,5 [ (S) Seakayaking []Canoe [Kayak []Safety
(A = easiest flatwater; 5 = most difficult) [J (M)  Family paddling

|:| (K) Cold-weather paddling Volunteering is a great way to make new friends!

Paddler’'s Name:

1. The boats | paddle are: 3.1 paddle about ___ days per year. 6. | volunteer to help:

Please indicate priority: 1 = most often [J (T) Coordinate a CCA trip

4. | have been paddling for __ years.

[0 K1 (Kayak) ] (E) TeachaCCAclass
[] C1  (Decked canoe-1 person) 5.1 am interested in: (check all that apply) [] (C) Conservation
[] C2 (Decked canoe-2 person) ] (C) Canoe camping/extended trips ] (S) Safety
[] OC1 (Open canoe-1 person) ] (W) Weekday paddling (9-5) [J (A)  Social activities
[ OC2 (Open canoe-2 person) ] (R) Racing *(See note below.) ] (P) Publications (newsletter/roster)
[ SK  (Sea kayak) ] (F)  Flatwater paddling ] (M) Membership
[] IKR  (Inflatable kayak or raft) [ (P) Poling [J (R) Racing H(See note below.)
2.1 prefer to paddle class ___ -__ water. ] (X) Cross-country skiing [0 ()  Certified Instructor:

EnterA, 1,2,3,4,5 [ (S) Seakayaking []Canoe [Kayak []Safety
(A = easiest flatwater; 5 = most difficult) [J (M)  Family paddling

|:| (K) Cold-weather paddling Volunteering is a great way to make new friends!

* CCA Members interested in racing may also wish to join the Bethesda Center of Excellence. Write to: BCE, PO Box 54, Cabin John, MD 20818
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Progress Report: Full Lunarcy
By Chip Walsh

| named my quest to be on a paddling/camping trip for every full moon of 2008 “Full Lunarcy” because it has to do
with the FULL moons and the LUNAR CYcles, and because | was a bit of a lunatic to adopt the idea in the first place. This
article reports on my progress with the quest and provides some impressions and highlights. Also, if you are reading this
before the second weekend of December, there’s information about how you can join in on the fun, that is, if you are
lunartic enough to have fun paddling and camping in December.

Late in 2007, Beth Koller was putting together the 2008 cruise schedule, and she encouraged me to list the Lunarcy
trips. This was pivotal. Had it not been for Beth’s encouragement, | doubt I’d have formalized plans for the full lunarcy.
And there is nothing like publishing your goal to steel your resolve to accomplish it. Additionally, publishing the trip
schedule required more specificity than a mere notion of a monthly paddle-camper. So after Beth’s encouragement |
drew up a more formal schedule, including a destination for each trip. As it turns out, we’ve only gone to the scheduled
destinations a little more than half the time, but at least | started the year with a general game plan.

One of the objectives of these trips was to be outside in the moonlight. Moreover, | wanted to be outside and on the
water. The outside part was no problem. But on the water was another story, and the venue has a lot to do with that.
Obviously, the closer you and your boat are to the water, the more likely you are to succumb to the allure of a moon lit
night. Still, or at least lazy water is also desirable, so you return to your point of embarking without a shuttle. So, I tried
to schedule destinations to places on easy water, with mixed success.

Aside from myself, a total of four club members have joined in on these trips. On five of the trips it was just one
friend and me on the trips. On two trips paddlers met through Paddling.net joined us. On three trips, other paddling
friends joined us. Our August trip to James Island was the most well attended, with 9 paddlers.

The trips have produced many paddling memories and | will pass along two of them here. One good, and one not so
good.

January's trip formally canceled, but my paddling buddy and | went to the Pine Barrens, | guess out of stubbornness.
| didn't want to get skunked on the schedule’s first trip! The temperature had risen into the twenties by the time | slipped
my canoe into the narrow and heavily wooded Wading River. The wind was blowing 20 to 30 mph, but on the tiny twist-
ing river, it was no factor. However, the Wading opens into tidal marsh land as it approached my take out at Route 542,
and | will long remember my desperation on those flats. Either the wind, the tide, or both had emptied the estuary, and
it was a fight to keep the canoe from getting stuck in the shallows. The bottom was tidal silt and the water was so shal-
low | couldn't get much of a bite with the paddle. If | tried to paddle in the mud, the effort of extracting the paddle
stopped the forward motion of the boat and the wind had its way. Darkness was approaching, the temperature was drop-
ping and the spray was turning to ice on the boat, paddle and pole, making things cold, difficult, and something other
than carefree fun. Upriver had been a lark, but here it was all | could do to keep the canoe from blowing onto the mud
flats, | was starting to feel cold, and | would be in trouble if | got stuck here, so | just kept trying to move forward, fi-
nally reaching the bridge that marked my takeout as darkness fell.

Contrast that to night-paddling to James Island in August. Putting in at dusk on August 15, there was a lovely sunset
in progress as we paddled out onto the Chesapeake for the two-mile trip to James Island. The Bay was pond-calm. Dusk
seemed to linger long after the sun had set, and with the moon already high in the sky, darkness never had a chance. |
don't know if jellyfish always come to the surface at night, or whether the calm surface and penetrating moonlight made
them more visible, but | was very impressed with the density of jellies. There wasn't a square yard of water that didn't
have the milky apparition of a jellyfish standing out against the jet-black of the Bay water. For a while | paddled back-
wards, trying to photograph the reflection of the moon amid the vortexes of current spinning off my bow (I got nothing
but dark blurs for my effort--you had to be there. As we paddled, our blades often touched comb jellies, setting off a
phosphorescent light show in the water. Moonlight twinkling on the water, distant lights twinkling on the horizon, and
bursts of neon on our paddle blades made me dawdle, and for a two-mile, paddle, we took a long time. We saw the is-
land as soon as we entered the Bay and never lost sight of it on the way out, but when we cleared the sandy point of the
middle island we picked up one more light--Andy Lee had kept his word, arrived before us, and had a fire going and beer
on ice, which made it a little easier to end an enchanted night-paddle on the Bay.

Each trip produced its own highlights of which there are too many to share in this progress report.
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2008 CCA Trips and Events Schedule

PN=Practiced Novice
A=Advanced

N=Novice Hl=High Intermediate
Al=Advanced Intermediate  Ll=Low Intermediate
I=Intermediate E=Expert

Check the online calendar for schedule changes and the Message Board
for last minute trips.

NOVEMBER

1-2—Tohickon Release

8-9—Mockhorn Island, VA, Lunar Lunacy-paddle in/
out, Chip Walsh, (410) 562-3466 or chip-
walsh@comcast.net.

8—Team River Runner Biathlon, 8 am start, $25 en-
try fee. Register online at www.teamriverrunner.org.

8—Team River Runner Fall Fundraiser, details at
www.teamriverrunner.org

DECEMBER

5—Winter Party/Swap Meet, details on page 2. All are
welcomed.

13-14-TBD, Potomac near Paw Paw, Pocomoke or
Assateague , Last Lunar Lunacy trip for 2008. Chip
Walsh, (410) 562-3466 or chipwalsh@comcast.net.

Red leaves tumble in
Eddies, while golden clusters
Move with the currents
Jeff Fox

Canoe Cruisers Association

Canoe Cruisers Association of Greater Washington, DC
11301 Rockville Pike

P.O. Box 2523
Kensington, MD 20891

First Class
Time Limit

Membership Update/Renewal

Please check your address label to see if your mem-
bership needs to be renewed. Dues are $25 if you want to
receive the Cruiser by US mail and $15 if you want to re-
ceive it by e-mail as an attached .PDF file. There is a
membership form in this issue. You can bring it along with
a check to the Winter Party/Gear Swap where there will
be a membership table.

Break the Ice and Shake a Leg—March 7, 2009

This is the first official trip of 2009 and it is my annual
pursuit of a beautiful creek about 90 minutes west of
Washington. We will be running Back Creek from Shanghai
to Tomahawk. Crossing the West Virginia eastern panhan-
dle a few miles west of Martinsburg, Back Creek is a beau-
tiful, little novice run looping past shale cliffs, lonely
mountainsides, and shady, hemlock-bound bends. After a
lovely day on the river, we will enjoy an evening of fine
dining in Shepardstown followed by contra dancing. A full
day of delight without parallel. Come join us. Contact Ed
Gertler at (301) 585-4381 or e_gertler@yahoo.com.

WVRC Raffle Calling—Winter 2009
The annual WVRC raffle calling will take place in Feb-
ruary and March, 2009. Dates, times, and locations will be
listed in the next Cruiser and on the WVRC Website.
WVRC counts on volunteers to help with this annual fund-
raising event, so why not consider donating a few hours of
your time to support a worthy cause.

Happy Holidays!
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